
John C. A. Bambenek 
715 Erin Dr 

Champaign, IL 61822 

July 23, 2007 

Office ofGeneral Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing this document to file a complaint with the Federal Election Commission against Kos 
Media, LLC., an organization I allege operates as a political committee and has failed to register 
with the FEC or file mandatory reports with the FEC. This organization is run by Marcos 
Moulitsas Zuniga. The contact information ofthis organization according to the Secretary of 
State ofCalifornia (where this organization is located): 1531 Fairview Street, Berkeley, CA 
94703. The organization was created as a limited liability company as a Delaware based 
corporation and its file number with the California Secretary of State is 200432710019. 
Additionally, there is a contact fonn on their website at dailykos.com 

It is my belief that this organization operates as a political committee under section 431 (4) both 
for making expenditures and having contributions in excess for $1,000. Section 431 (9)(A) 
defines expenditure as: 

(i)	 any purchase, payment, distribution, loan, advance, deposit, or gift of money or 
anything ofvalue, made by any person for the purpose of influencing any election for 
Federal office; and 

(ii)	 a written contract, promise, or agreement to make an expenditure. 

This organization's main operation is the running oftheir website, the Daily Kos. This website 
gets a large amount of traffic and pays for webhosting. I allege that they spend over $1,000 per 
year on this hosting. 

Secondly, 43 1(8)(A) defines contribution as: 
(i)	 any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or deposit ofmoney or anything ofvalue made 

by any person for the purpose of influencing any election for Federal office; or 
(ii)	 the payment by any person ofcompensation for the personal services of another 

person which are rendered to a political committee without charge for any purpose. 

This organization provides a gift of free advertising and candidate media services, and I allege 
this service amounts to over $1,000 per year. In support of this, I have attached exhibit A which 
is the cost they charge for one "premium" ad on their website. This is a brief ad that appears on 
the right hand side of the webpage. They charge $9,000 for 1 week to have this advertising 
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space. If they can charge $9,000 for 1 week of advertising in a modest space, surely posts 
supporting candidates are worth at least as much. 

The additional criteria for the spending and contributing ofmoney is that it has to be done with 
"the purpose of influencing any election for Federal office" according to both 431 (8) and 431 (9). 
I allege that the site operates with the purpose ofelecting Democrats to office on the federal 
level. In support ofthis, I'm attaching exhibits B, C, and D which show that their self-identified 
purpose is states as follows: 

"It's a Democratic blog with one thing in mind: electoral victory" (Exhibit B and D) and 

"So the purpose ofthe site is l) to elect Democrats, while 2) reforming the party, opening 
it up, and making it more responsive to its members, and then 3) to elect reform Democrats and 
create a progressive Democratic majority. " 

According to their own words, they operate with the express intent to elect Democrats to 
federal office. 

I am aware of the no small amount ofcontroversy involved with the suggestion ofmaking 
bloggers accountable to the FEC. However, I do not believe the particular method that this 
political committee uses is relevant. The law is rather neutral in respect to how the contributions 
or expenditures are used. What is important is that it is done with the express, overt and primary 
intent to influence elections to federal office. According to Kos Media's own assertion, that is 
precisely what they do. Ifthey do that by stump speeches, radio ads, print or blogging is 
irrelevant. They say they exist to get Democrats elected and therefore fall under the purview of 
the FEC. 

A search for Zuniga, Daily Kos and Kos Media has shown that the organization has not 
registered nor has filed mandatory reports for its political committee activity and accordingly has 
thwarted the law in this regard. I respectfully request an investigation to correct these errors and 
direct the filing ofmandatory reports and registration documents by this political committee and 
to take whatever remedial actions is deemed necessary by the commission. If! can be further 
assistance to the commission, I can be contacted at the above address, by telephone at (217) 493
0760 or email atjcb.blog@gmail.com 
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I, John C. A. Bambenek, do swear that the above information is true to the best of my 

knOWlOO~/1~ /J 
Sign: tt-~ ~/~ Date: 7r'2...3 rS7 

NOTARY CERTIFICATE 
STATE OF Ill; Yloi s 
COUNTY OF ChNVvlfoYr 
Before me, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for the said County and State, 
on this day personally appeared John Bambenek, known to me to be the person whose name is 
subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in 
the capacity therein stated. 

Given under my hand and seal ofoffice, this 'Z 3 rJ day of SIAlY ,2007. 

My commission expires: "OFFICIAL SEAL" 
ANNE B. PHILLIPS 

Notary Public, State of Illinois 
, My commission expires 08123108 
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