
Schilling Veterans Bill
passes into Law

as national solution
to V.A. crisis

BOBBY SCHILLING / CHERI BUSTOS
The Taxpayer’s Voice

When Cheri Bustos ran against Bobby Schilling in 2012 her campaign only focused on
“shipping jobs overseas” and “millionaires and billionaires.” Those phrases were repeated
over and over and over by Cheri Bustos and her campaign. 

It was a disciplined scheme to redefine Bobby Schilling by demonizing him.  

Let’s look at the facts. 

First, if one was to believe the Bustos characterization of Bobby
Schilling, one might think that one day he woke up in 2009 and
said to his wife Christie, “You know millionaires and billionaires
in this country don’t have it good enough and we have too many
jobs in this country that should be shipped overseas, so I want to
run for Congress.” It is ridiculous and illogical, but that is the
bottom line of the Bustos narrative about Schilling.

It is all based on twisting a procedural vote.

The second vote cited by Cheri Bustos is a vote in 2011 on a bill to give every small busi-
ness with 500 employees or less, a 20 percent tax deduction to help them keep operating
during the recession. It was a Republican bill to help small business employers. 

Before the vote on that bill, Democrats
made a procedural motion—a delaying
tactic—which stated that if a small busi-
ness created one job overseas that busi-
ness would not get the tax deduction.  

This meant if a small business had hun-
dreds of employees in the USA but hired

even one new employee overseas to sell the products overseas that were made by Amer-
ican workers in the USA, that company would lose out. That is the proverbial cutting
your nose off to spite your face. Bobby Schilling voted no on that procedural motion so
the House could proceed to the vote allowing all small businesses a 20 percent tax 
deduction to help them stay afloat in dire economic circumstances. Bobby’s Schilling’s
vote was pro-American worker, but nevertheless demonized by Cheri Bustos.

If there was such a tax break for corporations, surely President Obama would have pushed
hard to abolish it, especially in his first two years when his party controlled both the House
and Senate. The reason you haven’t heard President Obama campaigning against such a
tax break is because it does not exist. 

I grew up in a working poor neighborhood in the west end of
Rock Island. Through hard work and carefully watching every dime
we spent, my wife Christie and I have
been able to raise our 10 children in
the middle class. That's the American
dream. 

Preserving that American dream for
the middle class and working poor is
what caused me to run in 2010 and
even more so this year. 

Contrast that with my opponent Cheri Bustos who cosponsored a bill
to cut Congressional pay by 10 percent because she knows it will
never pass. I didn’t wait for a bill to pass to abolish Congressional
pensions, I led by example and just refused to participate in it.  

Even though I earned every penny I’ve ever had, my opponent would
have you believe that all I care about is the well-being of million-
aires and billionaires and shipping as many jobs overseas as possible.
THAT IS RIDICULOUS. The non-partisan PolitiFact has even said
“There is no special tax break for outsourcing.” I’ve never voted to
“ship jobs overseas,” ever. It is both a red herring and a straw man

concocted by my
opponent to de-
monize my rea-
sons for serving. 

Working in a bi-
partisan manner, 
I got three leg-
islative measures
passed to boost
work at the Rock
Island Arsenal,
and in times of
tight budgets I
succeeded in get-

Bobby Schilling
Dear Voters,

Read the facts before you vote.  
Bustos false claims about “shipping
jobs overseas”
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The non-partisan government watch-
dog organization Politi-Fact says:
our research shows there is no special
tax break to ship jobs overseas.”

—September 16, 2014

RECORD
Check the Facts Before You Vote

Bobby and Christie Schilling.
Married for 28 years.

BOBBY SCHILLING V. CHERI BUSTOS

THE WHOLE STORY

IT’S BEEN SAID THAT IF YOU REPEAT A LIE
ENOUGH, PEOPLE WILL START TO BELIEVE IT.

CHERI BUSTOS’ LIES SMEARING BOBBY
SCHILLING HAVE BEEN REPEATED 

THOUSANDS OF TIMES

BUT THEY ARE FALSE

When I won election to Congress I kept every promise I made. 

• I rejected the Congressional pension.
• I rejected the Cadillac Congressional healthcare plan for life. 
• I cut my budget by 11.4 percent. 
• I returned an additional $110,000 of my budget back to the
taxpayers. 

• For the first time since the Korean War we succeeded in
spending less than the year before—in both the years I served.

Continued on page 2
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ting funds to replace one of the most obsolete bridges in the district. That is
successfully advocating for the economic interests of the district— some-
thing I will focus on again for all areas of the district. 

I am most proud of the major
veterans legislation I authored
and sponsored. Back in 2011, I
put together a bill in Congress
to allow veterans facing ridicu-
lously long waiting periods to
obtain treatment at the Veterans
Administration to bypass the
bureaucracy by getting waivers
to seek treatment at local hospi-
tals and healthcare providers.
The bill didn’t pass during my
two years in Congress. But
when the VA scandal hit the
headlines last spring, my bill
was reintroduced by my friend
who is the Chairman of the
House Veterans Committee and
it passed the House by a vote of
426 to 0 and went on to become
law. 

In my term in Congress I was most fulfilled by helping 3,000 constituents
solve individual problems beyond their ability to cope with. That is con-
stituent service at its finest and I will pour my heart and soul into repeating
that outstanding service. 

I’m running to further achieve large 
successes for the economy of the 17th Dis-
trict. And most of all, to once again make
our government ACCOUNTABLE to the
people it represents.

In order to move this country forward we
need representatives who will keep their
promises, work to improve our economy
and be a successful advocate for the 
economic interests of the people of this
district. 

My record does makes me the better
choice in this election and I ask for the
consideration of my candidacy to serve
you once again.  

Respectfully, 

Bobby Schilling

Dear Voters - Continued from page 1

Bobby Schilling has been endorsed by Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis and four Peoria City Council members, Peoria County Sheriff Mike
McCoy, Congressman Aaron Schock, Senator Darin LaHood and Representative David Leitch.

Touring Dial Machine in Rockford

Schilling — Strong Support in Peoria
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ACCOUNTABILITY AND LISTENING
Essential Requirements for a Good Representative 

Representative Cheri Bustos
was sworn-in to Congress in
January 2013—and has not

held a single, real, public town hall
meeting for voters to speak out
since—or any other type of unscripted
meetings open to all constituents.
None. 

Not when she voted to cut veterans 
retirement benefits by $6 billion.

Not when she supported a government
shutdown by voting “no” on the first
six budgets she saw.

And not when she broke her promises. 

As a Representative, Bobby Schilling
repeatedly engaged the people he
served. He sought your views and your feedback. He listened to your
criticisms. 

“It’s important, as a representative, to listen and be accessible,”
Schilling said. “We’re not getting that from our current Congress-
woman and that’s disappointing.”

Schilling held more than 25 unscripted, open-to-all, and advertised
in advance, town hall meetings, while Cheri Bustos has held 0.  

While Schilling was highly accessible as your representative, Cheri
Bustos hides from the public by appearing at invitation-only events
that are closed to the general public.

We deserve a representative who does all of the job—including 
listening and being accountable to us. 

Nearly two years in office
and Congresswoman 
Cheri Bustos has yet to 

hold one event in an open, 
unscripted setting.

CONGRESSWOMAN CHERI BUSTOS
ONE TERM & ALREADY OUT-OF-TOUCH

How many unscripted, open to all, publicly advertised in advance constituent
meetings did Bustos and Schilling hold in their one term each in Congress?

Bustos 0        Schilling 25

Bobby brought the U.S. House Agriculture Committee Chairman to
two different locales in the 17th District to meet with farmers.

BUSTOS GETS AN



Schilling’s new law allows veterans the ability to use their own
doctors and hospitals in their hometowns instead of only VA
facilities in cities far away. 
When Bobby Schilling first started running for Congress in 2009, he began talking
about an idea spurred by his father a few years earlier.

“My dad was a Korean War veteran and when he was sick and needed an appoint-
ment, we’d have to drive a long way to the Iowa City Veterans Administration cen-
ter. We’d spend entire days just getting him to a half hour appointment—it was a
struggle. When I heard from folks across the district about the sometimes life-threat-
ening waiting periods to obtain vital treatment, as well as the distance, I thought it’s
time to find a fix for the broken VA healthcare system.”

In 2011, during his first year in office, Schilling introduced the Enhanced Veterans
Health Care Experience Act. His bill would allow hospitals to enter contracts with
the VA and allow veterans the ability to use their own doctors and other healthcare
providers in their hometowns.

Schilling’s bill was not typical. Rather than creating more bureaucracy to tackle a
problem, his bill solved the problem by bypassing the bureaucracy. All money is fo-
cused on treatment for veterans with none needed to finance new levels of admin-
istration and bureaucracy. 

Schilling worked hard to get co-sponsors for the bill, but at the time he was unable
to find any Democrat co-sponsors. Schilling said Democrat leadership wouldn’t let

any of their members sign on in fear of Schilling having a tangible accomplish-
ment to talk about in the 2012 campaign.

“A Democrat colleague of mine told me he loved the bill, but wasn’t allowed to
sign on,” Schilling said. “Politics is frustrating. It shouldn’t matter who gets the
credit. All that matters is doing the right thing for people—in this case for veterans.”

Schilling kept fighting for his bill throughout his term and even after he left office,
but Washington gridlock made it tough. 

“It was a good bill, but I didn’t have time to pass it,” Schilling said.

However, when the VA scandal hit last spring and new problems were revealed al-
most every day in the headlines, the atmosphere in Washington changed. Bobby
Schilling received a phone call.

“I got a phone call, and it was Congressman Jeff Miller—the chairman of the House
Veterans Affairs Committee.”

Then, Miller surprised Schilling with a request.

“He asked me if he could use my bill to help address the VA scandal and I responded
‘Absolutely yes, I would be honored,” Schilling said. 

Congressman Miller then reintroduced the language in Schilling’s bill in his Veter-
ans Access to Care Act. The Schilling veterans legislation passed the House 426-0
and was signed into law. 
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Levi Schilling & Bobby Schilling
Bobby’s son joined the Army and is stationed at Fort Bragg.

House Passes Schilling Veterans Bill 426-0

Neighboring Congressman Adam Kinzinger, himself a current member of the Air Guard
and veteran of both Iraq and Afghanistan, said:

“Bobby Schilling was ahead of his time on
how to fix our healthcare system for veterans.
He was a visionary in seeing this massive
problem and with finding a solution to it.
Bobby’s ingenious solution is something all
my colleagues were thankful to be able to
support when the chips were down after the
scandal came to light. I really admire his
leadership for our veterans and you should
too.”      
—Congressman Adam Kinzinger, July 2014Adam Kinzinger

“It shouldn’t matter who gets the credit. All that matters is
doing the right thing for people—for veterans.”

“I truly feel blessed to have been a part of this. 
It’s truly an honor to help our veterans.”

Real Results for Veterans
House Veterans Committee Chair-
man Jeff Miller reintroduced
Schilling’s bill to fix the V.A.
healthcare crisis for veterans.
Schilling’s veterans bill passed by
426-0. Pictured here is Schilling
talking to Chairman Miller about
his bill for veterans.
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Bustos voted for government
shutdown in 2013
…played political games to
look good

In Cheri Bustos’ first year in office, there were six different federal budg-ets considered on the Floor of the House of Representatives. Two were
Republican budgets. Four were Democrat budgets. Cheri Bustos voted

against all of them. 

When a government shutdown occurs, it is never as a result of a vote on
shutting down the government—rather it is the failure to adopt a budget for
the federal government on time. When a member of Congress votes against
all budgets presented on the House Floor, that is voting for a government
shutdown. 

With the House of Representatives having 435 members and the U.S. Sen-
ate having 100, no Representative or Senator can have his or her perfect
budget presented for a vote. Compromise is essential for legislative bodies
to work. We pay our Representatives to read and consider all versions to
make the best choice. Just voting no on all them is reckless and damages our
economy as well as the faith of people in our government.  

It seems Cheri Bustos was more interested in how she looked politically than
the health of our economy.  

She didn’t want to be accountable for anything in any of the six budgets of-
fered for a vote. By voting against all the budgets she thought she would
distance herself from any potential political consequences from which items
received less funding and which received more money. But that is not the
reason she was elected—she was elected to REPRESENT us and keep the
government operating in the most efficient manner possible.  

The difference in voting records on shutting down the government speaks
volumes not only about Congresswoman Cheri Bustos, but also about what
is wrong with Washington today – and why it is so important to restore gov-
ernment to the people on November 4, 2014.  

Bobby Schilling never voted for a government shutdown and there
was no government shutdown during his term in Congress. 

Schilling: Education is more than cram-
ming for a Common Core test. It’s about

teaching critical thinking and the individual
student. I have faith in our teachers and par-
ents.    

Should unelected bureaucrats in Washington
have more of a say over education policy than
teachers, parents, and local school boards? That
is the debate surrounding education policy
today in America. While a clear majority of
Americans believe that local teachers and 
parents should have a say over their student’s
education, many politicians think they should
take a step back.

Take Rep. Cheri Bustos, for example, who sup-
ports the Common Core State Standards. The
Common Core standards were developed be-
hind closed doors by special interest groups.
The Common Core takes control away from
parents, teachers, and local school boards and
instead puts the control over education stan-
dards in the hands of unelected, unaccountable

bureaucrats in Washington and
Springfield. 

By supporting the Common
Core, Cheri Bustos is telling
parents, teachers, and local
school boards to take a back
seat to special interests.

The critics of the Common Core
come from across the political
spectrum. Even the National
Education Association has
come out opposed to the Com-
mon Core. Both the Chicago
and New York teachers unions
have rejected the Common
Core because they are so bad.

Schilling opposes a one size fits all policy on
everyone dictated by Washington. If we are to
have any hope in returning control over educa-
tion policy back to parents and teachers, we
should look to return Bobby Schilling. He’ll
fight to end the Common Core.  

Bobby Schilling Personal Bio
• Born and raised in a working poor neighborhood in the

west end of Rock Island

• Self-made man from humble beginnings. Both labor and
business experience. This includes experience in both a
small business and in a large corporation.  

• Union Steward, United Paperworkers Local 191 

• Union Treasurer, United Food and Commercial Workers
Union

• Insurance and financial planner at Prudential 8 years. In his
final year, Bobby Schilling was ranked 315 in performance
out of 13,000 Prudential agents nationwide. 

• Started a small business, St. Giuseppe’s Pizza in Moline. 

• Married to his wife, Christie, for 28 years. Together they
have ten children. 

Common Core for Education
Schilling: NO   Bustos: Yes

"Common Core gets things 
backwards" - Sandra Stotsky, 
leading education expert

"Common Core will destroy America's 
standing in technology" - Dr. James 

Milgram, leading expert in mathematics

The Schilling Family - Christie and Bobby’s 10 kids
Standing: Olivia, Isabel, Levi, Rachel, Bobby, Christie, Terry,

daughter-in-law Katie, Aaron and Joe
Front Row: Anthony, Sophia, dog Lincoln, Sam, and 

granddaughters Grace and Reagan

Cheri Bustos voted for a government shutdown and the 
government did shut down while she was in Congress. 
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3 SCHILLING BI-PARTISAN BILLS TO EXPAND WORK
AT ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL PASSED INTO LAW

Economic Boom for Quad Cities and Galesburg Already
One of the first things Bobby Schilling did when he went to Congress was to set up a meeting with
leaders at the Rock Island Arsenal.

"I asked them point blank," Schilling said. "What can I do for you? What can I do for the Arsenal?"

The leaders told him they needed three key provisions to be passed into law to help create new jobs
and make the Arsenal more competitive. They had been looking for these provisions for decades, but
had never been able to get them passed.

Schilling got straight to work.

First, Schilling earned a seat on the House Armed Services Committee, a serious accomplishment for
a freshman representative.

"I had a Member tell me there's no chance you’ll get on that committee," Schilling said. "But I love
challenges. I love when people say I can't do something. That's when I have the most success. And
you know what? I did get on that committee after a lot of hard work."

Schilling's perch on the House Armed Services committee would prove to be essential to getting the
three Arsenal provisions passed into law. 

Working Across the Aisle
Schilling quickly developed a friendship with Rep. Dave Loebsack, a Democrat from across the
river in Iowa.

"Dave's a good guy," Schilling said. "We don't agree on a whole lot of policy stuff, but we both knew
the Arsenal was important to our districts, so we got to work."

Working together, Schilling and Loebsack were able to get the three provisions written and included
in the National Defense Authorization Act in just six months. 

"It sounds easy, but it really wasn't," Schilling said. "It's hyper-competitive out there, and there aren't
earmarks, so you have to get your legislation passed on its merits alone. But we did it. We got it
done."

Schilling was a fierce defender of the Rock Island Arsenal, and he proved it during his term. He got
more done for the Arsenal in two years than his predecessors had in three decades. It's clear that we
need him back to do more critical work for our district!

"I love challenges. I love when people say I can't do something. 
That's when I have the most success."

Cheri Bustos missed THE critical vote to fund jobs at
the Rock Island Arsenal in 2013, instead choosing to 
campaign and take selfies with President Obama.

BUSTOS GETS AN             IN PROTECTING ARSENAL JOBS
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Chuck Sweeny: U.S. R
ep. Cheri Bustos atta
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program being used t
o finance Ziock proje

ct

Cheri Bustos shamelessly misleads
voters about the EB-5 American Job
Creation Program
Bustos allegation: “Bobby Schilling sells visas.”  

• False. It is illegal to sell visas, and Cheri Bustos knows this.
The EB-5 program is a job creation program that brings foreign 
investment to the United States. In order for an applicant to be
eligible for the EB-5 program, they must invest $500,000 in a
project in the United States and successfully create 10 or more
new American jobs.

Bustos allegation: “The controversial EB-5 program is gaming
the immigration system.”

• False. The EB-5 program is highly regulated and approved by
the federal government. It renews every three years. It has broad
bipartisan support in Congress—in fact, Congresswoman Cheri
Bustos co-sponsored a bill earlier this year to make the EB-5 job
creation program permanent. 

Bustos allegation: “The EB-5 program sends American jobs
overseas.”

• False. It CREATES American jobs here at home! The EB-5 
program is the opposite of outsourcing—instead of sending
American jobs overseas, EB-5 brings overseas investment back
to the United States to create jobs for American workers.

What does Bobby Schilling do for a living?

In addition to owning his pizza restaurant, St. Giuseppe’s Heav-
enly Pizza in Moline, Bobby Schilling works at CMB Regional
Centers in Rock Island along with more than 40 other employees
from the Quad Cities area.

CMB utilizes the EB-5 American job creation program to help spur
economic development in high unemployment areas throughout
the United States. Through the program, CMB has been incredibly
successful—they have not had a single failed project. CMB has
helped create more than 90,000 new American jobs and helped 
inject more than $7 billion in economic activity into rural and high
unemployment areas.

For too long American wealth has been invested overseas. The
EB-5 program was created by Congress to entice foreign
wealth to be invested in the United States creating new Amer-
ican jobs in rural and high unemployment regions.  

Senator Dick Durbin has supported the EB-5 program since its 
inception and has voted to renew the program. Cheri Bustos 
supported the EB-5 program so strongly that she voluntarily
cosponsored a bill to make the EB-5 program permanent instead
of the program being required to be renewed by Congress every
three years.

Cheri Bustos made a lot of false allegations
in this mailer. See the facts

Posted Online: Aug. 28, 2014, 4:41 pm
By Eric Timmons, etimmons@qconline.com

ROCK ISLAND -- Rep. Cheri Bustos, D-East
Moline, has hit out at Republican Bobby
Schilling for voting for a program while he was
in Congress that she also has supported since tak-
ing office.
Mr. Schilling, of Colona, voted to reauthorize the
EB-5 Immigrant Investor Program in 2012. The
program grants visas to foreigners who invest $1
million or $500,000 in projects that create at least
10 U.S. jobs.
After Mr. Schilling, lost his seat in Congress in
2012 he took a job with CMB Regional Centers
in Rock Island, which finds projects for foreign
investors seeking EB-5 visas.
On Thursday, Rep Bustos released a statement
that said Mr. Schilling "walked out of Congress
into a six-figure job selling American visas to
wealthy Chinese investors that pay hundreds of
thousands of dollars to game the immigration
system."

The statement called EB-5 a "Visa for sale" pro-
gram that has become "extremely controversial." 
But Rep. Bustos in January co-sponsored an im-
migration bill that would make the EB-5 program
permanent. The bill has yet to be called for a vote.
Rep. Bustos also personally promised to help Mr.
Schilling's employers at CMB gain a license to
operate in Illinois. 
Pat Hogan, CMB's president, said earlier this
year two of his staff spoke with Rep. Bustos
about their application for an EB-5 regional 
center in Illinois.
Mr. Hogan said the application had been lan-
guishing for some time but four days after the
conversation with Rep. Bustos it was approved.
He said Rep. Bustos was a "major hypocrite" to
turn around and criticize a program and a com-
pany she had committed to helping.
Rep. Bustos' campaign manager Jeremy Jansen
did not respond to questions about the meeting
with CMB staff.

The Bustos campaign also has highlighted sev-
eral cases of corruption in the EB-5 program. But
none of the stories were directly linked to CMB,
where Mr. Schilling works.

Mr. Hogan said none of CMB's projects had
failed and the company brought jobs and invest-
ment to the U.S. 

Bustos attacks Schilling
for supporting program
she also backed

Bustos Staff Reveals Her Priorities
When Cheri Bustos was first elected, she hired Jerry Lack as her District Director. He is a former long-time staffer for former
Congressman Lane Evans and thus had a depth of experience to bring to the job. He quit in frustration after only a month on the job.  

QCNews.org said this:

“The departure was due to a stemming frustration over the lack of progress with opening the district offices and
making in-district staff hires. There was a growing discontent because Lack believed that Rep. Bustos was giving the
DC office preferential treatment, in budgeting and staffing matters, over the in-district operations.

Lack, a well-respected member of the Rock Island County Democrat Party and long-time senior aide to Rep. Lane
Evans, was believed to be a key hire for Rep. Cheri Bustos. The source said that Lack will return to working for the
Illowa Construction Labor and Management Council.”

Nothing is more telling regarding Cheri Bustos’ priorities. The action of a long-time aide to Lane Evans speaks volumes. Jerry Lack
survived for years working for Lane Evans but could only stomach a single month working for Cheri Bustos. 

That was before Bustos realized that
Schilling worked under the program at
CMB in Rock Island. Since then she
has been a fierce critic of the program,
even though she has refused to remove
herself as a cosponsor of the bill to
make the EB-5 program permanent.
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Cheri Bustos — Shameful
DISRESPECT FOR ROCKFORD CONSTITUENTS
What an explanation! 
Disrespect for people in Rockford oozes out of Congresswoman Bustos’
top staffer—her District Director—when asked by a constituent last win-
ter to explain Congresswoman Bustos’ views on abortion and how those
views represent people in various parts of the 17th District. 

“The part of Rockford we have is very, very urban, very poor, very 
underprivileged. Not people who spend a lot of time in church—(she
laughs) more time in jail than church.” 

Say what?

Insults and condescending stereotyping are not a professional way to 
express a position on any issue. 

It has long been said that the attitude of an organization comes from the
person at the top. No Congressional staffer would survive long if he or she
had vastly different views than the Representative they served.

THE QUOTE WAS CHERI BUSTOS’ 
TOP STAFFER IN THE DISTRICT.

“Where did the jobs go?”
Cheri Bustos refused to pick up
the phone to help local employers
“Illinois company Robertshaw to close plant in Hanover” - WQAD-TV

“MetLife closing Freeport shop by end of 2014” - Rockford Register Star

“Galva pet food company closing its doors” - WQAD-TV

While Cheri Bustos continues to run ads about shipping jobs overseas,
she refuses to be accountable for her own record on jobs in our district that
are leaving on her watch. 

This comes after Bustos has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on
negative TV ads attacking Schilling for the factory called Sensata that
closed in Freeport when he was in office, even though they announced
their decision to close before Schilling was elected. Bustos didn’t mention
that Freeport was not in the 17th District at the time Schilling was in of-
fice. 

Whatever Cheri Bustos thought Bobby Schilling should have done for a
company not in his district, she should have done for MetLife in Freeport
and the Robertshaw company in Hanover. Northwestern Illinois is losing
several hundred jobs due to these employers shutting down business in our
district. 

Bustos wouldn’t even pick up the phone when AllFeed called for help.
You can’t be “pro-worker” if there is no work.

Cheri Bustos, meet Cheri Bustos once again. 
Your own advice is something you should have followed. 

Cheri Bustos: a record 
of fooling people

l Promised to cut her pay by 10 percent if elected. Broken
promise. 

l Promised not to take her pay during the government shut-
down her votes caused. Broke that promise too. 

l Cosponsored bill to cut Congressional pay by 10 percent.
It’s a sham because Bustos knows it will never pass and
she won’t take the cut on her own as she promised. 

l Cosponsored “No Budget, No Pay” bill. It’s a fraud 
because it would not cost members of Congress a dime in
salary no matter how long the government is shutdown—
it would merely delay giving them their full salary while
the government is shutdown. 

l Told reporters in September 2012 that she had already di-
vested her financial holdings in a Chinese company called
Li & Fung that specializes in shipping American jobs to
China. She lied. She didn’t sell that holding until May
2013, which was when Bobby Schilling made it public that
he would run against her in 2014. 

l Repeatedly attacks Bobby Schilling for “giving money 
to companies to ship jobs overseas.” The non-partisan 
PolitiFact says that is false. 

l Bustos claims to be a strong supporter of the Rock Island
Arsenal, but she skipped the vital vote on funding the 
Arsenal so she could go campaigning with the President.   

l Bustos criticized Bobby Schilling for working under the
EB-5 program she cosponsored to make permanent.
How’s that for hypocrisy?

Did you get this mailing?
It is the most
shamefully 
untrue smear
on Bobby
Schilling ever.

This mailer also falsely says Schilling voted against the 
Violence Against Women Act. He voted in favor of it!
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Later, after getting enormous heat from veterans back home, Cheri Bustos
voted to rescind the cuts and restore the benefits. That does not take away
her vote in favor of H.J. Res. 59 that made the cuts and was signed into law.  

Just like her broken promise to cut her pay by 10 percent, Bustos has never owned
up to her vote for the bill cutting veterans benefits by $6 billion. She has refused
to be held accountable for both her votes and her promises.  

Bustos says “the cuts never happened.” That is a crafty way of trying to deny
she voted for the bill with the veterans benefit cuts. She is trying to fool voters
into believing she never voted for the bill with the cuts by saying “they never 
happened.” That doesn’t erase her vote for bill that did cut veterans benefits.

The only reason the cuts “never happened” is that she and others later voted to
rescind the cuts. When she voted for the bill that cut veterans benefits by $6 
billion, she could never have predicted that Congress would later vote to restore
the cuts—because nothing in Congress is predictable. 

The fact is the bill with the cuts became law. Congress later changed the law in

response to overwhelming criticism from veterans. 

Bustos has never shied away from attacking Bobby Schilling for far more 
modest spending cuts on many other programs as part of overall spending 
reductions—even though the “cuts never happened.” 

Schilling voted time and again for lower federal spending. Only when he was
elected as part of a new majority did Congress actually spend fewer dollars than
the year before—for the first time since the Korean War. 

BUT Schilling never voted for veterans cuts. He believes that after a decade when
many spent years in Iraq and Afghanistan the federal government could not go
back on its word as part of their compensation agreements—including their 
retirement.  

These cuts are a principled difference between Cheri Bustos and Bobby Schilling.
Bustos voted for the bill that cut veterans benefits by $6 billion. After pressure,
she voted to restore the cuts. Bobby Schilling NEVER would have voted for the
cuts. Period. 

Cheri Bustos voted to cut veteran benefits 
by $6 billion dollars.
Oh yes she did.  
Bustos voted YES on House Joint Resolution 59 on December 12, 2013.   
The bill contained $6 billion in cuts to veterans retirement.
It passed the House and Senate and the President signed it into law.

CHERI BUSTOS: SHAMEFULLY MISLEADING 
BUSTOS USES HER COMMAND OF WORDS FROM HER WORK EXPERIENCE

AND DEGREE IN COMMUNICATIONS TO DUCK ACCOUNTABILITY 
AND MISLEAD VOTERS TIME AFTER TIME

At Excel Foundry in Pekin
Bobby Schilling toured the Excel Foundry which is a large employer in

Pekin. Joining Schilling was neighboring Congressman Aaron Schock
who used to represent Pekin before redistricting took effect in 2012. 

Doug Parsons of Excel Foundry said “Bobby Schilling knows how to run a
business successfully.” Parsons continued, “It is vital to have public officials
who actually understand the struggles employers have and officials who can
really be effective in removing roadblocks for us to be able to grow and cre-
ate more jobs.”

Schock said he was able to work seamlessly as a team with Schilling to advo-
cate for the economic interests of the region when Schilling was in Congress. 

“Bobby Schilling’s experience as a union shop steward, then in financial
planning, followed by starting a small business, then as a Congressman
and now in a job bringing overseas wealth to the USA to be invested to cre-
ate good new American jobs, has Bobby towering over incumbent Cheri
Bustos when it comes to creating jobs. 

Bobby knows job creation with his first-hand experience from every possi-
ble vantage point.” 

— Congressman Aaron Schock

Congressman Aaron Schock, Bobby Schilling, and Doug Parsons with Excel Foundry
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CHERI BUSTOS FOOLED US BEFORE

Don’t Get Fooled Again by
CHERI BUSTOS

Bustos broke promises on more than just taking a pay cut.

Cheri Bustos has a masters in communications and was paid $315,000 per year
as a Public Relations spokesperson for a hospital before she came to Congress.
She is an expert at how to manipulate words. 

That is why is hard to believe she did not know what she was saying when she said she
would cut her pay by 10 percent if elected to Congress. She made the promise twice.
But she broke that promise. 

Now she says she “misspoke.” 

Cheri Bustos, meet Cheri Bustos:
Let’s hear what Cheri Bustos said to MSNBC about keeping your word as a politician:

“Do what you say you’re going to do. Follow through. Exceed expectations. Reputa-
tions matter, in politics and every field. You want to be known as someone who can be
trusted to get things done and stick to your word.”  — Cheri Bustos September 2014

Making $174,000 per year as a Congresswoman plus having a staff and travel budget,
and with her husband being appointed as Rock Island County Sheriff making six fig-
ures, the Bustos are again making $300,000 per year. Cheri Bustos certainly could af-
ford to do as she promised and give back 10 percent of her pay to the taxpayers. 

If Cheri Bustos would listen to what she told MSNBC she would say “You know what,
I wasn’t intending to give back 10 percent of my pay voluntarily, but since I did say it
I am going to abide my word because my word is worth more than $34,000.” We
haven’t heard that kind of integrity from Cheri Bustos who preaches what she refuses
to practice about “sticking to your word.” 

Cheri Bustos: “And I’m saying, though, this is a vote. That every member
of Congress takes a 10 percent pay cut, and there’s a pay freeze until we—
we get this under…”
Chicago Tribune: “I’m sorry, I’m confused. Are you—if you’re elected—
are you saying to whoever the HR department is— “keep 10 percent of my
pay.” Are you—it’s yes or no. Are you going to voluntarily give up ten per-
cent of your salary?”
Cheri Bustos: “I’m saying that—yes. And I would—I would take a—I
would propose that there is a vote to cut 10 percent of the pay for every
member of Congress.”
Chicago Tribune: “But you would do it regardless?”
Cheri Bustos: “I’m sorry?”
Chicago Tribune: “You would do it regardless of how the vote turns out?”
Cheri Bustos: “Yes.”

You get the type of government you elect. If you elect
dishonest politicians who have been caught blatantly
lying and trying to fool you, what do you think you will
get if that politician is re-elected? In that case, don’t
blame Washington—look in the mirror.

Cheri Bustos constantly talks about cosponsoring two bills
that are designed to fool people. 
A bill to cut Congressional pay by 10 percent. Bustos cosponsored the bill
because she knows it has zero chance of passing. By cosponsoring the bill,
she is implicitly saying her pay should be cut 10 percent. But despite prom-
ising to cut her pay voluntarily EVEN IF THE BILL DOES NOT PASS
she now refuses to cut her pay. Why would she propose such a thing when
she won’t take the pay cut despite her promise? Because bragging about
cosponsoring a bill to cut Congressional salaries is a freebie. It looks good
politically but it won’t cost Cheri Bustos a dime because it won’t pass and
she isn’t working to get it passed. 

CONTRAST THIS WITH BOBBY SCHILLING 
In 2010, Bobby Schilling promised not to take the lavish 
Congressional pension or healthcare plan, which is for life. He
didn’t wait for a bill to pass to abolish Congressional pensions (it
would never pass). He just refused from the beginning to par-
ticipate in the pension plan. He also refused to participate in the
healthcare plan. No playing games. He just did it.

In office, Bustos made another promise on her pay and she reneged on that
promise also. Bustos voted to shut down the government in October 2013
rather than defund Obamacare. During the shutdown Bustos at first refused
to answer questions about her paycheck. 

It wasn’t until the day after a tough line of questioning from local reporters
that Bustos requested that her pay during the shutdown be withheld. She
made a big splash in the media about doing so. 

The media proceeded to widely report that Congresswoman Bustos was giv-
ing up her pay:

QCOnline: "Bustos Foregoes Pay During Shutdown, Durbin Unsure"

Peoria Journal Star: "No Government, No Pay for Rep. Cheri Bustos"

Sauk Valley News: "Bustos Won't Take Pay"

Washington Post: "Bustos 'has asked that her pay be withheld during a shut-
down,' according to a spokesman."

CNN: "Bustos 'not accepting a paycheck.'"

Yet as soon as the shutdown was over, Bustos pocketed the pay without
missing a dime as a result of the shutdown. 

Furthermore, Congresswoman Bustos has removed references to her giving
up her pay from her website and from her Facebook page.

When questioned later, an aide to Bustos said that Bustos’ exact request was
to have her pay withheld  until the shutdown was resolved—not be docked
for the two weeks government wasn’t functioning as she led the public to
believe. 

Bustos cosponsors bill “NO BUDGET, NO PAY.”  It’s a total fraud.
A bill called “No budget, no pay” certainly sounds appealing.  But let’s look at
the details.  

During the government shutdown while Cheri Bustos was in office, she made a
splashy deal about “foregoing her pay” while the government was shut down 
because Congress didn’t do its job by adopting a budget and funding the gov-
ernment. 

So that sounded like she wouldn’t be paid for the days the government was shut-
down due to the failure of Congress to do its job and pass a budget.  

What you didn’t know is that as soon as the shutdown was over two weeks later,
she took retroactive pay and never lost a dime in salary. It was merely a gimmick
and amounted to just not taking the salary check until the government shutdown
was over. Congress only gets paid monthly anyway. So it was all a charade. 

That is exactly what Bustos’ fraudulent “No budget, no pay” bill would do. It
sounds good, but the most it would do is merely delay paying Congress members
until the government opened back up. They would pay no penalty for screwing
up the operation of the government and our economy. It’s all for show. Is that the
type of Representative you want in Congress? All show?

Cheri Bustos wants a long political career. That is why she participates in the
Congressional pension. She intends to be in Congress for decades. It’s said
time and again that she intends to run for U.S. Senate in six years. That is why
she votes and cosponsors bills that don’t help our country but rather merely
make her look good politically. It’s a shameful reason to be in public service.
We need a real representative of us without a selfish personal agenda, a repre-
sentative who will accurately represent our values and successfully advocate
for our economic interests.
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Bobby Schilling is Pro-Life
Cheri Bustos is pro-abortion with no restrictions

through the end of the ninth month
Bobby Schilling: Endorsed by National Federation for Right to Life

Cheri Bustos: Endorsed by Emily’s List, the leading pro-abortion rights
national organization

Cheri Bustos isn’t just pro-abortion. She supports abortion in all cases with
no exceptions, including abortions in the ninth month of a pregnancy.

EMILY’s List back in 2011 when she first started her campaign. EMILY’s List
only endorses candidates who support abortion with no
exceptions—all the way to the moment of birth. They
do not tolerate anything less.

In a February 2014 article in Sauk Valley News, 
Bustos refused to answer specific questions about her
support for third-trimester abortion, instead choosing
to generally say that she is “pro-choice.” 

Voters need to know Bustos' stands on parental notifi-
cation laws, government subsidies for abortions, and
late-term abortions. 

When Sauk Valley Media asked for Bustos' positions on those issues, her
spokesman, Colin Milligan, issued a general statement without answering
the specific questions.

"Congresswoman Bustos regards this issue as a highly personal one and re-
spects that not everyone shares the same views," the statement read. "She
supports a woman's right to choose and believes this is a decision best made
by women in consultation with their doctors, not by the government."

Bobby Schilling is pro-life with sensible exceptions
for rape, incest and life of the mother. He cospon-
sored the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act,
which passed the House of Representatives. 

Congresswoman Bustos, on the other hand, voted
against the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act last year in order to protect abortions from 20
weeks up to the moment of birth. She even opposes
parental notification.

Colonel Allen West endorses Schilling, 
campaigns in Rockford and New Windsor

Col. Allen West came to the Illinois 17th District earlier this month to meet
with business leaders, farmers, and hard working taxpayers in both Rockford
and New Windsor, a small town in Mercer County.

The former Congressman served with Bobby Schilling on the House Armed
Services Committee during the 112th Congress (2011-2012). West, one of the
biggest proponents for conservatism in the country, gave Bobby Schilling his
full endorsement.

“We need Bobby Schilling back in Congress,” Col. West told a crowd of 120
supporters in New Windsor, Ill.

“We need Bobby Schilling back in Congress” 
– Col. Allen West

Bobby Schilling
100% NRA Voting Record

Schilling Earns the Endorsement 
of Leading Business Organizations SAFE Trust

Save America’s Free Enterprise Trust

Bobby Schilling with State Representatives Brian Stewart and 
John Cabello from the Rockford/Freeport area.Iowa Governor Terry Branstad supports Bobby Schilling

Col. Allen West and Bobby Schilling with 
Republican Precinct Committee Member Paula DeWild



— 12 —

QC Pundit
Bustos Votes for Special 
Congressional Exemption from
Obamacare
All I can do is shake my head…

As many of you know, Obamacare has an exemption
for Members of Congress. They’re exempt from the 
individual mandate and all that jazz.

So in the midst of voting for a government shutdown,
Bustos took another curious vote. She rejected a 
bipartisan amendment that would have nullified that

exemption. It would have made
Members of Congress subject to
Obamacare like everyone else.

And Bustos voted no on giving up
the exemption for Congress.

Bustos voted to keep her special
congressional health care and 
exempt herself from Obamacare.

Really? So if you like Obamacare
so much, why won’t you let it apply
to you, Cheri?

What’s good for the people
should be good for our politi-
cians. But as far as Cheri Bustos
is concerned, she feels exempt.

Bobby Schilling for Congress
367 Avenue of the Cities, Suite D

East Moline, IL 61244

Paid for by Bobby Schilling for Congress

CHERI BUSTOS FOOLED US

DON’T LET HER FOOL YOU AGAIN

Congresswoman Bustos has repeated the same tired line for years now: “Bobby Schilling 
supports tax breaks that ship jobs overseas.” 

FACT CHECK: It’s not true! PolitiFact debunked it.

In an article in September, PolitiFact called the claim “misleading” and found: “There is no 
special tax break for outsourcing. 

Cheri Bustos is running her entire campaign on a claim that simply isn’t true.

There may be a reason for that. Cheri Bustos has something big to hide.

In September of 2012, Bustos came under fire for her financial investment in the Janus Over-
seas Fund, which invested a sizable percentage in Li & Fung, a Chinese outsourcing and logis-
tics company that coordinates with global corporations to help them ship American jobs
overseas.

Bustos responded quickly by telling the media she had
asked her financial advisor to sell her investment, and a few
weeks later in a debate in September 2012 with Bobby
Schilling, she indignantly said she had “already divested” of
her holdings in Li & Fung. 

But according to Bustos’ 2014 personal financial disclosure,
Bustos did not sell her stake in the Janus Overseas Fund
until May 22, 2013—when Bustos finally sold her toxic 
investment only after finding out Bobby Schilling planned
to run for Congress again.

Not only did Congresswoman Bustos own a Chinese out-
sourcing company, but she LIED about getting rid of it. And
she wants to talk seriously about shipping jobs overseas?
Shameful. 

Bustos invested tens of thousands of dollars in a
Chinese outsourcing company then LIED about it

Congresswoman Cheri Bustos

Before you vote, watch Bobby Schilling
Unscripted — Straight from the heart

www.BobbySchilling.com
(Revealing video will appear immediately)


