Supplementary Notes
Education
I am of the general opinion that parents/students should have a choice, and I believe that
competition in the school system, just like in business, is desirable. I support lifting the cap
on charter schools. I support a Chicago tuition voucher pilot program, which would allow us
to examine the results to see if we should expand this program to other areas.
Social Policy
•
•

•

Smoking I would oppose a ban on smoking in one s own home. I support the existing
ban on smoking in public places including bars, restaurants, bowling alleys, etc.
Sanctuary cities I believe it is the federal government s responsibility to enforce
immigration laws, and local governments to enforce criminal laws. Given that, it is
appropriate for local governments to enact community policing standards that focus on
finding and arresting criminals. If the criminal then turns out to be in the country
illegally, they should be turned over to immigration authorities.
Civil unions/gay marriage - While there are a number of issues with moral implications
that are the main focus of select voters, I believe our immediate focus must be on the
critical task of stabilizing our state s fiscal affairs.

About Jim:
Jim has lived in Park Ridge with his wife Marty for the past 35 years. After graduating from Maine
South High School, Jim received his BBA in Accounting with high honors from the University of
Notre Dame and passed the Illinois CPA exam upon his first sitting. Jim and Marty are the parents
of two adult sons, Bryan and Conor, who also are Maine South alumni.
Jim has a long history of community service that has centered on Park Ridge Soccer, serving as a
member of the PRS Board of Directors for 17 years. Currently, he trains and assigns the local youth
soccer referees. The referee program provides employment for more than 100 youths. These part
time jobs develop decision-making and people management skills. Recently, Jim also initiated a
referee mentor program, in which more experienced officials provide on-the-field advice and
instruction to help the young referees develop.
Jim has spent the majority of his professional career in manufacturing, giving him an intimate
understanding of what is needed to help the Illinois manufacturing industry flourish. Jim worked as
the Operations Manager for Graco, Inc. for 16 years. After his tenure with Graco, Jim started his
own company that specialized in making manufacturing companies more efficient.
Since 2000, Jim has been the Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer for Camcraft, Inc., a
manufacturing firm in Hanover Park. In addition to his responsibilities in Accounting, IT,
Purchasing, and Business Development, he began to be involved in government relations. He most
recently served as the Vice Chairperson of the Tooling and Manufacturing Association (TMA)
Government Relations Committee. Jim also currently serves as a TMA Board of Directors member.
He has traveled across the United States, Europe, Japan, and China to promote the interests of
Camcraft, TMA, and the manufacturing industry as a whole, and testified before the International
Trade Commission in Washington, D.C., on the subject of American steel tariffs.

