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The Patrick Hughes for U.S. Senate campaign recently did a snapshot survey of 1,104 statewide likely 

Republican primary voters on January 21
st

 and 22
nd

. The data shows a massive jump in support for 

Patrick Hughes over the last few weeks and a minimal amount of movement in the number of Mark Kirk 

supporters. While being aggressively outspent by the Kirk campaign, Hughes’ campaign has managed to 

cut Kirk’s December Chicago Tribune Poll lead in half and caused his support to stall. Furthermore, the 

support that Mark Kirk does have is very weak. 

• 21% of likely primary voters strongly or moderately support Hughes 

• 15% of likely primary voters strongly or moderately support Kirk 

• 27% of likely primary voters are undecided 

• 32% of likely primary voters are leaning towards a candidate 

This data set shows that Illinois Republican primary voters respond very positively to Patrick Hughes’ 

message of Conservative values; when voters hear his message they more likely to strongly support his 

candidacy than the candidacy of other individuals in the race, including Mark Kirk. It also shows that 

while we are almost one week away from the primary 59% of likely voters remain undecided or 

swayable on the race.  

In early December the Chicago Tribune released a poll showing Mark Kirk at 41% and Patrick Hughes at 

3%. Despite being outspent considerably in the weeks following, the Hughes campaign has managed to 

jump 19% while Mark Kirk has not moved. Voters are not engaged by his message of moderate to liberal 

Republican values and his supporters are not committed to supporting him. Voters are looking for 

another option because they want a Conservative option. 

Nationwide and statewide polls indicate that Republicans and Independents are identifying more with 

Conservative values. Mark Kirk’s record of votes for Cap and Trade, bank bailouts, millions in earmarks 

for his donors, and his liberal social values do not resonate well with Republicans and he lacks a strong 

base. While the survey finds that if the primary were held today Mark Kirk would have 42% of the 

electorate behind him, 64% of those supporters are weak and could be swayed to vote for another 

candidate before the primary.  

This is compared to the 22% of likely primary voters who plan to back Patrick Hughes on February 2
nd

. 

79% of Hughes supporters strongly support him, which shows strong resonance of his message and his 

candidacy. While being aggressively outspent by the Kirk campaign, Hughes’ campaign has managed to 

cut Kirk’s December lead in half and caused his support to stall.  

  

Mike Sullivan 

Campaign Manager  

Enclosed: 



 

 

f{tÅÜÉv~ cÉÄÄ|Çzf{tÅÜÉv~ cÉÄÄ|Çzf{tÅÜÉv~ cÉÄÄ|Çzf{tÅÜÉv~ cÉÄÄ|Çz    
PO Box 164 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 

618-406-1078 

 
 
January 22, 2010 
 
On January 21st and 22nd we conducted a snapshot poll with the following 
results: 1,104 likely republican primary voters were asked the following 
questions: 
 
“Who are you planning on voting for US Senate in the republican primary on 
February 2nd, Donald Lowery, Mark Kirk, Andy Martin, Kathleen Thomas, John 
Arrington, or Patrick Hughes.” 

 
Donald Lowery  2% 
Mark Kirk  42% 
Andy Martin  5% 
Kathleen Thomas  1% 
John Arrington  1% 
Patrick Hughes  22% 
Undecided  27% 

 
We then asked “Are you strongly, moderately, or leaning towards your 
candidate?” 

 Strongly  Moderately Leaning 
Donald Lowery  27%  5%  68% 
Mark Kirk  9%  27%  64% 
Andy Martin  42%  17%  41% 
Kathleen Thomas  72%  21%  4% 
John Arrington  52%  14%  34% 
Patrick Hughes  79%  15%  6% 

 
 
The 1,104 likely Republican primary voters we pulled randomly across the state 
of Illinois and the poll has a Margin of Error of 4.5% 

  

 

 


