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November 15, 2006 

 
 

Dear legislator, 
  
As the veto session gets underway, I encourage you to reject any proposals to raise taxes.  
While home-rule issues must be addressed, opening the door for higher taxes without 
taxpayers’ consent is a dangerous move.  Now is the time for Illinois to move toward 
competitiveness, not toward shirking the responsibility for hiking taxes and shackling 
prosperity.   
 
When you were elected as a state legislator, you agreed to be held accountable for policy 
decisions.  By shifting the burden away from the state and allowing taxes to rise in each 
county, the cigarette tax bill under consideration qualifies as a stealth tax increase with little 
accountability.  Raising tobacco taxes at the state level spurs black market purchases, 
smuggling and illegal activity.  Allowing counties to do so in order to avoid a tax hike vote is 
no better for taxpayers or economic growth.     
 
It’s all too easy to use cigarette taxes as a scapegoat for all of government’s woes.  However, 
heaping the tax burden onto a small segment of the population is as risky for state and local 
budgets as it is detrimental to the economy.  As the governor admitted in the 2006 State 
Budget Book, “total revenue from the [statewide] cigarette tax is forecast to come in 
significantly below budget, due to the Cook County tax increase of $0.82 in April 2004 and 
the subsequent increase of the City of Chicago’s cigarette tax.”  Amplifying the tax increase 
by over 100 counties spells disaster for state and local revenues as well as for the small 
businesses that drive the Prairie State economy.      
 
Raising taxes, including those that seek to change consumer behavior, is the wrong direction 
for Illinois.  I urge you to instead cut taxes and turn to free market solutions to reach state and 
local goals.   
 
Onward, 

 
Grover Norquist 

 


