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PREFACE

The Catholic Hispanic Leadership Alliance believes deeply in our obligation to be both faithful 
Catholics and full participants in our democracy. Today, reconciling the two duties has become 
both complex and difficult.

Our lives are filled with grace and blessings too numerous to count. But we are also filled with 
struggles of every kind. No small part of those struggles is how we feel about certain things 
and what our individual opinions are about other things. Often we have strong opinions and old 
habits to which we cling. It seems that in this presidential election year, more than most, we are 
challenged to reconcile our strong feelings, opinions or old habits with what our Catholic teaching 
tells us is right and wrong as we come face-to-face with our expressed commitment to our faith 
versus our public choices in the voting booth.

This personal reconciliation can be difficult, even painful. It requires prayer, discernment, and a 
careful examination of a well formed and informed conscience. It is a deeply personal process 
that requires us to be open to the Word of God yet honest with ourselves in hearing that Word. In 
the end, what we do in the privacy of the voting booth will determine whether or not we are to be 
judged faithful in our public choices.

“Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies.”

 – Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
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SECTION I

Introduction

Why a Voter Guide?

The Catholic Hispanic Leadership Alliance, in an effort to assist thoughtful voters, has produced 
this voter’s education guide for the 2012 presidential election.  The guide is based on Catholic 
teaching, and is designed to help voters to evaluate the two major party candidates running for the 
office of the President of the United States in 2012 and their respective party platforms. In creating 
this voter’s education guide, CHLA turned to Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A 
Call to Political Responsibility written by the Catholic Bishops of the United States, and other 
Church documents.  Our goal is to reach discerning Catholic voters, and to provide materials that 
will allow them to take the time to learn more about the issues and the candidates prior to casting 
their vote in November. 

This education guide is also a call to action – a call to civic responsibility and a call to faithfulness.  

“Our problems can only be solved by people of character who actively and 
without apology take their beliefs into public debates. That includes Catholics. 
We need to be stronger in our public witness, not weaker. If we really believe 
that the Gospel is true, we need to embody it in our private lives and our public 
choices.”

Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap.
Archbishop of Philadelphia

A Voter Guide Fosters Informed Choice: 

Neither the teachings of the Church nor this voter’s guide are designed to tell individuals for 
whom they should vote, or which political party they should support. As Catholics, we know that 
our faith journey is fundamentally a personal experience, and that the Church is there to teach 
and guide us throughout our lives, empowering us to make decisions that bring us individually, 
and as a community, closer to our Risen Lord. Voting for our civic leaders is also a very personal 
experience, but the act of voting is, by its very nature, a public act with enormous significance to 
the communities in which we live, work, and raise our families.  Church teaching should inform 
and empower us to cast our votes in a way that fosters the common good, and we should consult 
that teaching as we decide which of the candidates  is most likely to  help protect and advance the 
common good of our country through moral and ethical leadership. 

2

2012 Catholic Voter’s Education Guide



Why is this so important? 

As a community of Catholic faith, and as citizens of the United States, we each have the personal 
responsibility to help shape the moral character of our society, to share our values and moral 
principles; and, to participate in the ongoing political process in order to build a just society. If 
we do not participate, if we do not speak up and cast our votes, then our national, state and local 
governments will be limited in who they represent and how best to serve the common good.

Part of our rich heritage as faithful citizens is the teaching of Vatican Council II’s Declaration 
on Religious Liberty (Dignitatis Humanae). It says that “society itself may enjoy the benefits of 
justice and peace, which result from [people’s] faithfulness to God and His holy will” (No. 6). 
Becoming faithful citizens, then, requires that the mind and the heart of Catholics be educated and 
formed to know and practice the whole faith.

In other words, our responsibility in helping shape the moral character of our nation is to 
participate with a well-informed conscience and a well-informed heart and mind. It is not enough 
for us to merely engage in ideological debates during an election cycle. Rather, it is our personal 
responsibility to do what we can to be a public witness to the Gospel by adhering to Church 
teaching, and to moral principles, because this is what actually promotes the common good of our 
nation. As responsible and faithful citizens we should enter the voting booth asking ourselves; how 
does my vote help protect human life and dignity? How do we, as a society, ensure that all citizens 
receive quality educational and economic opportunity? What kind of nation do we want America 
to be? What kind of world do we want to live in? How am I called to be faithful?

Political Parties and Catholic Social Teaching:  The Need to Read the Party “Platform”

Most American Catholics were raised in households where our parents and grandparents belonged 
to a particular political party.  We became Democrats or Republicans simply by watching our 
elders participate in political activities, by listening to family members talk about politics at family 
events, or by accompanying them when they went to vote. Today, it is not unusual to hear someone 
say they voted for a political party because that is the way that they and their family have always 
voted. 

Catholic social teaching on faithful citizenship says that we must ask the political parties to answer 
the same questions we pose to the candidates.  As faithful citizens and followers of Christ, we have  
a duty to learn what the parties’ say about the issues and about our civic obligations. No matter 
which party we choose to belong to or support, our obligation is to advance the moral values and 
principles of our Catholic faith, and to use our vote to shape and preserve the moral character of 
our society. 

Party “platforms” are important documents because they describe that party’s vision of the common 
good.  Because they are written by people who have been active in the party for years, they also 
tell us about the types of people the President will appoint as judges and administrators.  These are 
the people whose day-to-day decisions will shape the moral character of our political parties, and 
of the new administration. 
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Therefore:

•	 don’t vote from habit or tradition;

•	 don’t vote for a political party without knowing its positions on the issues;

•	 do read the party platform and statements of party leaders about the issues;

•	 do vote with an informed conscience, formed by the Gospel;

•	 do vote for an individual.

Issues Informing and Forming Our Conscience

Informing our conscience is a very effective way of allowing our Lord to speak to us. Taking the 
time to learn the issues confronting our communities and studying those issues through the moral 
lens provided by the Gospel allows what is truthful and what is right to resonate in our heart. 

In order to successfully inform our conscience we first need to embrace a willingness to seek the 
truth and what is right. It is not enough to simply belong to a political party or listen to some “expert” 
on television to have them tell us what we should think and do. Rather, as faithful Catholics, we are 
obligated to actively learn what Scripture says and what is taught in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. From there, we are to examine the facts and background information about various issues 
and choices. Yes, it is a good idea to find out what political parties, advocacy groups and “experts” 
are saying; notice we use the plural not the singular form. 

Finally, prayer must be an essential part of this process. Having an intimate dialogue with God 
should always be a part of who we are as people of faith, especially if we are attempting to discern 
what is right and what is truth (the realization of which, admittedly, may not come easily in this 
day and time especially if one is accustomed to being a one-party voter).  
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SECTION 2

The Issues

An Inventory of Issues: The 2012 Presidential Election

The issues and questions listed below were determined by the moral principles and priorities 
listed by the Bishops in their Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political 
Responsibility. They are included here because these issues and questions are part of the current 
unfolding political discourse and will likely continue to be debated during this presidential election. 
Other important issues may arise between the time this document is published and the general 
election on November 6th and our hope is that no matter what other issues are debated, that using 
this inventory will help guide you in the exercise of examining whatever those other issues might 
be.   

Life Issues

The continuing destruction of unborn children through abortion and other threats to the lives and 
dignity of others who are vulnerable, sick, or unwanted:

•	 What is the candidate’s position on “the right” to an abortion? CHLA encourages 
you to phrase the question in this manner because some candidates have been known to say 
that they are “pro-life” yet still support “the right” to an abortion. Our Church teaching is 
that the deliberate killing of a human being before birth is always wrong and must always 
be opposed. If the candidate states that he/she supports getting rid of poverty first because 
that will reduce the number of abortions, then that candidate is undermining the Church’s 
efforts to protect each and every human life.

•	 Has the candidate taken a public position on assisted suicide and “the right” 
to die? As Catholics, we believe that life is the most basic gift of a loving God--a gift over 
which we have stewardship but not dominion. Our tradition clearly and strongly affirms 
that as a responsible steward of life one must never directly intend to cause one’s own death, 
or the death of an innocent victim, by action or omission. As the Second Vatican Council 
declared, “euthanasia and willful suicide” are “offenses against life itself” which “poison 
civilization”; they “debase the perpetrators more than the victims and militate against the 
honor of the Creator” (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, N. 27).

•	 What is the candidate’s position on stem cell research? Stem cells are the building 
blocks of every type of human tissue.  From our earliest days as an embryo to the day we 
die, stem cells are working to create and repair our skin, bones, nerves and internal organs.  
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The Church supports research on all forms of adult and umbilical cord stem cell research, 
but it forbids embryonic stem cell research.  Why? Because embryonic stem cell research 
requires the direct destruction of innocent human life.  We must, therefore, oppose such 
research.  We should, however, support adult and umbilical cord stem cell research because 
of its potential to provide real and lasting benefits to individuals and to the common good.  

•	 What is the candidate’s position on human cloning? Cloning is the laboratory 
process in which human beings are manufactured to preset specifications or are grown 
for experimental or industrial testing purposes. Human beings are not objects, who can 
be created and destroyed to serve the needs of others.  When done for stem cell research, 
cloning involves the moral wrong of all embryonic stem cell research (destroying an 
innocent human life for possible benefit to others) plus an additional wrong: It creates 
human beings solely in order to kill them for their cells. When done for industrial purposes, 
such as tissue or vaccine production, it is a form of slavery --  the ultimate reduction of a 
fellow human being to a mere means, to an instrument of other people’s wishes.

The Erosion of Religious Liberty - the “First Freedom”

Religious liberty is one of the formative principles of American democracy.  Millions of 
Americans are descendants of refugees who left the countries in which they were born to seek 
freedom to worship and to practice their faith openly, in private and in community, without fear of 
imprisonment, penalty, or second-class citizenship. 

For Catholics, the practice of the faith is communal. From age to age we have gathered around 
the Lord’s table to celebrate the Eucharist, and to pray for one another.  We form schools, service 
organizations, ministries, and charities whose respective missions are to train our children, to 
maintain our faith, to better our communities, and to serve those in need.  Participating in each of 
these activities is, or should be, an act of faith that bears witness to the Truth as revealed in the 
Gospels.

Catholic ministries have long been regarded by some as “too religious” to be permitted to serve the 
general public.  In the 1920s, anti-Catholic and anti-immigrant groups tried to shut down Catholic 
and other religious schools that sought to inculcate faith and culture in the next generation.  Since 
the 1970s, there has been an effort to restrict the freedom of Catholic ministries —in health care, 
education, and social services—preventing them from conducting their ministries in a manner 
consistent with Catholic social teaching.  

Today, the challenge to the Church’s ministries is twofold.  The most obvious challenge is in 
the current administration’s policy that would force the Church and church-related institutions to 
provide drugs and services like sterilizations and abortions that violate their consciences.  Less 
obvious, but even more serious, are policies that are designed to force the Church out of the 
practice of public ministry all together.  Under these rules, a Catholic ministry forfeits its right to 
remain Catholic if it opens its doors to all in need, regardless of their faith.  
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“The Church through its institutions must be free to carry out its mission and 
contribute to the common good without being pressured to sacrifice fundamental 
teachings and moral principles.”

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, pg. v

Informed Catholic voters must therefore ask:

•	 What is the candidate’s position on the new Health & Human Services policy 
requiring that all religious employers (such as Catholic hospitals and schools) provide 
private health care plans that include free coverage for sterilization, contraceptives, 
and abortion-inducing drugs? The mandate, which was not approved by Congress, 
imposes a burden of unprecedented reach and severity on the consciences of faithful 
Catholics. Such “services” are immoral and against the teaching of the Church, and 
forcing anyone, including religious	 non-profits, to sponsor and subsidize sterilization, 
contraceptives, and abortifacients is an incredible government intrusion into individual 
conscience and the internal governance of religious institutions.  Because these rules are 
enforced through crushing fines, they are designed to coerce faithful people and groups to 
act as if their faith means nothing in or to the world. Such mandates violate our nation’s 
most deeply held convictions and the Constitution’s protection of religious liberty.  The 
only complete solution to this problem is for informed citizens to do all that we can to place 
people in office who pledge to rescind this new policy immediately. 

•	 What is the candidate’s position on the Affordable Health Care Act?  The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops has supported health care reform for decades, but the 
Bishops Conference was forced to oppose the Patient Protection and Affordable Health 
Care Act because the Act requires health care insurers, participating in newly created 
statewide health care exchanges, to provide coverage for elective abortions.  It also forces 
all of who buy insurance on these exchanges to pay for the cost of these abortions without 
any exceptions for individuals or institutions that may have a moral or religious objection. 
While supporters of the Act have repeatedly said that the Executive Order President 
Obama  signed shortly after the bill was passed would protect the consciences and tax 
dollars of individuals with moral objections, it does no such thing.  On March 12, 2012, 
the Administration issued the final rules based on the Act, and there are no exceptions or 
protections for those of us who know that abortion is evil.

Attempts	to	Redefine	Marriage

Marriage is the permanent, faithful and fruitful union of one man and one woman. (“That is why a 
man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one body.” 
Gen: 2: 24).  It is fundamental moral and social institution, and its preservation is essential to the 
common good. Promoting and protecting marriage as the union of husband and wife is therefore 
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essential to securing the common good, especially the good of children who have a basic right to 
be raised by a mother and father who are committed to one another through marriage.

•	 What is the candidate’s position on same-sex ‘marriage’? According to our 
Catholic teaching, marriage is a special blessing, not only for Christians, but for our 
society as a whole. Marriage between a man and a woman is a natural blessing and gift 
for everyone in all times and cultures because it includes the wondrous gift of co-creating 
human life. His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, never tired of reminding us that the future 
of humanity depended on marriage and the family. The role, responsibilities, and needs of 
families should be one of our national priorities. Marriage must be defined, recognized, and 
protected as a lifelong commitment between a man and a woman. 

•	 What is the candidate’s position on the implementation of the Defense of 
Marriage	Act	(DOMA)? Enacted by a wide, bipartisan majority in Congress in 1996, the 
federal DOMA accomplishes two goals.  First, it requires that all federal laws, regulations, 
and administrators define “marriage” as the union of one man and one woman. DOMA also 
protects democracy by permitting the people of each state to determine for itself whether  
same-sex relationships should be given the same social and legal status as “marriages,” and 
by Protecting state-level DOMAs from being overturned by the courts in lawsuits spurred 
by the redefinition of marriage in other states. Enforcing DOMA is essential to promoting 
and protecting marriage. Overturning DOMA or obstructing its enforcement will gravely 
impact not only the institution of marriage but also the religious freedom of those who 
uphold marriage and oppose its redefinition.

Education Equity

Parents are the primary educators of their children.  Education as a pathway out of poverty; 
social justice and a call for equity in access to education: 

•	 What is the candidate’s position on legislation that would reauthorize and fund 
the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program? There are efforts in Congress to eliminate 
funding for the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program. The Program provides scholarships 
to low income families living in the District of Columbia so that they can afford to send 
their children to quality schools, including private and religious schools. Eliminating the 
funding will force parents with limited incomes to place their children in public schools 
that are some of the lowest performing schools in the entire country. 

•	 What is the candidate’s position on supporting legislation that provides 
tax credits for personal and corporate donations to organizations providing K-12 
scholarships for children? The first and most important educators a child will have are 
that child’s parents. Mothers and fathers are naturally the ones best suited to decide what is 
best for their children, including what educational setting will benefit their child the most, 
whether that choice is public, private or religious schools. Government, through such means 
as tax credits and publicly funded scholarships, should help provide resources for parents, 
especially those of modest means, to exercise this basic right without discrimination. 
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Students in all educational settings should have opportunities for moral and character 
formation.

•	 What is the candidate’s record of supporting full parental choice in education? 
The surest way out of poverty, and the best way to ensure having a prepared and educated 
workforce, is through education. Parents, especially low-income parents, must be allowed 
to choose the school that is best suited for their child. Our system of education must provide 
the mechanisms by which a child’s education dollars follow the student no matter what 
school parents choose (and no matter their income level of zip code) as a matter of social 
justice and equity.

Poverty, Employment, the Economy and Other Issues

Poverty and unemployment in the U.S. are at their highest levels in decades; National Housing 
Trust Fund, the environment: 

•	 Does the candidate have a public record for reducing poverty? According 
to the Pew Research Center, between 2006 and 2010, the poverty rate among Hispanics 
increased an astounding 29.1% — more than any other ethnic group, from 20.6% to 26.6%. 
Poverty rates among whites increased from 8.2% to 9.9%, and among blacks, poverty rates 
increased from 24.3% to 27.4%. In their 1986 pastoral statement Economic Justice For All 
the Bishops stated that “...poverty is not merely the lack of adequate financial resources. It 
entails a more profound kind of deprivation, a denial of full participation in the economic, 
social, and political life of society and an inability to influence decisions that affect one’s 
life…. Therefore we should seek solutions that enable the poor to help themselves through 
such means as employment” (No. 188).

•	 Does the candidate have a track record of reducing unemployment through the 
stimulation of the economy and the creation of private sector jobs? According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate among Latinos in December 2011 was 
11.0%, up from 6.3% in December 2007, an increase of 74.6%. Over the same period, the 
national unemployment rate increased from 5.0% to 8.5%. Pope Benedict wrote in 2009 
that “...unemployment today provokes new forms of economic marginalization, and the 
current crisis can only make this situation worse. Being out of work or dependent on public 
or private assistance for a prolonged period undermines the freedom and creativity of the 
person and his family and social relationships, causing great psychological and spiritual 
suffering.... the primary capital to be safeguarded and valued is man, the human person in 
his or her integrity: ‘Man is the source, the focus and the aim of all economic and social 
life’” (Caritas in Veritate, No. 25).What is the candidate’s position on extending emergency 
unemployment insurance? It is imperative for jobless workers and their families, who have 
suffered greatly in this economic downturn, to have a basic level of financial security as 
they seek stable, full-time employment.
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•	 What is the candidate’s position on maintaining the current Child Tax Credit? 
The Child Tax Credit is pro-work, pro-family and one of the most effective antipoverty 
programs in our nation. In 2009, 2.3 million people, including 1.3 million children, were 
kept out of poverty by the Child Tax Credit. Proposals to deny the credit to children of 
working poor immigrant families--the large majority of whom are American citizens--
would hurt vulnerable kids, increase poverty and would not advance the common good.

•	 What is the candidate’s position on full funding of the National Housing 
Trust Fund? The National Housing Trust Fund which was enacted in 2008 and would 
provide communities with funds to build, preserve and rehabilitate rental homes that are 
affordable for extremely and very low-income households. Over two and a half years later, 
however, Congress has still not approved funding for the NHTF. The Catholic Bishops 
statement, The Right to a Decent Home, supports a national housing policy that includes 
the preservation and production of quality housing for low-income families, the elderly 
and other vulnerable people, as well as the participation and partnership of residents, non-
profit community groups and churches to build and preserve affordable housing. Churches 
and community groups, the private sector and all levels of government must all do more to 
meet a shared obligation to provide safe and decent housing for all.

•	 Has the candidate announced any legislative proposals designed to care for the 
environment?  Caring for the environment is a moral issue. Protecting the land, water and 
air is grounded in our call to be good stewards of the gifts we have been given and reflects 
our responsibility to those who come after us. Effective initiatives, especially those that 
do not marginalize the poor, are required for energy conservation and the development of 
alternate, renewable and clean energy resources.

Immigration Reform

The failure to repair a broken immigration system with comprehensive measures that promote true 
respect for law; protecting the human rights and dignity of immigrants and refugees; recognizing 
the contributions of immigrants and refugees to our nation; keeping families together; advance the 
common good of the country on immigration reform:

•	 Has the candidate demonstrated a real commitment to comprehensive 
immigration reform legislation? From the Church’s historical experience, we know that 
migration is beneficial to our nation - economically, socially and culturally. The strength of 
who we are as Americans comes from our diversity and from the hard work and contributions 
of immigrants who have come to our shores over the past several hundred years. It is our 
identity and our soul and it defines the very fabric of being an American. As a universal 
church, we know first-hand the poverty beyond our borders which drive persons to seek 
a better life. We witness the human consequences of a broken immigration system every 
day in our parishes, schools, hospitals and healthcare centers, and social service programs 
around the country. 
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•	 Has the candidate worked to support the passage of the Agricultural Job 
Opportunity,	Benefits,	and	Security	(AgJOBS)	Act?  The AgJOBS bill has historically 
been a bipartisan, labor-management compromise which creates an avenue for a legal and 
stable labor supply, while strengthening protections for farm workers. The AgJOBS bill 
would streamline and improve the H-2A guest worker program, giving workers the right 
to appeal to federal court for enforcement of their rights and to receive higher wages, both 
changes that are sorely needed to the current program. Moreover, it would provide an 
important path to legal residency that migrant farm workers – including those documented 
and undocumented alike - should be afforded given their undeniable and inseverable 
importance to our agricultural industry and economy.

•	 What is the candidate’s position on the Dream Act? Migrant youth brought 
into the United States by their parents when they were only children and whose presence, 
through no fault of their own, is classified as having “evaded immigration inspectors and 
Border Patrol” should not be forced to leave the country. Indeed, these youth lacked both 
the will and intention to come to the United States. Many do not speak a language other 
than English and have excelled in school. Yet, despite their substantial gifts these youth can 
be legally removed from their homes and sent back to the countries they barely remember. 

Torture and the Death Penalty

The use of violence raises serious moral questions regarding its human and moral costs in a 
dangerous world; capital punishment; justice, security, and peace in the Holy Land:

•	 Has the candidate articulated an effective response to Iran’s refusal to 
acknowledge its obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and refusal 
to open its facilities for inspection? The United States and the European Union have 
legitimately applied additional economic sanctions against Iran. Iran has responded by 
threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz to commercial traffic and used alarming rhetoric 
intended to capitalize politically on the situation rather than work towards ending the threat 
of nuclear proliferation.

•	 Has the candidate taken a public position against the use of torture? Catholic 
social teaching opposes torture in the treatment of any detained or imprisoned person. The 
Church teaches that every human person bears a God-given dignity; respect for that dignity 
must always be present. The Church also is careful to point out that torture is illegal, 
prohibited under international law.

•	 What is the candidate’s position on the use of the federal death penalty? In 1980 
the Bishops of the United States called for ending the use of the death penalty. Thirty-two 
years later the Bishops point out that capital punishment is still failing to protect our nation 
from those who commit violence and its continued use feeds into a seemingly endless cycle 
of violence. Our elected officials must take the lead on ending the cycle by putting an end 
to state sanctioned executions. 
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Section III

The	Matrix	of	Issues

2012 Presidential Candidates

The Matrix of Issues is an easy way to evaluate the presidential candidates against the key questions 
the Catholic Church poses to us as faithful citizens. It presents a stark and a quick picture of how 
well each presidential candidate is aligned with our Catholic faith.

The Catholic approach to faithful citizenship rests on moral principles found in 
Scripture and Catholic moral and social teaching as well as in the hearts of all 
people of good will.”

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, pg. 15 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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The	Matrix	of	Issues

2012 Presidential Candidates

The Issue
Barack 
Obama

Mitt	
Romney Church Teaching/Position

Life Issues
What is the candidate’s 
position on “the right” to an 
abortion?

Supports Opposes

Our Church teaching is that the 
deliberate killing of a human being 
before birth is always wrong and must 
always be opposed.

Has the candidate taken a 
public position on assisted 
suicide and “the right” to 
die? 

No
Position

No
Position

Our tradition, clearly states that we 
must oppose directly causing one’s 
own death, or the death of an innocent 
victim, by action or omission. 

What is the candidate’s 
position on embryonic stem 
cell research?

Supports Opposes

Embryonic stem cell research results 
in the direct destruction of innocent 
human life and we must, therefore, 
oppose such research.   

What is the candidate’s 
position on human cloning?

Supports Opposes

Cloning is the laboratory process in 
which human beings are manufactured 
to preset specifications and must be 
opposed. 

What is the candidate’s 
position on adult stem cell 
research?

Supports Supports

There are several types of stem cell 
research and the Catholic Church 
supports most of them. It is exciting 
to see the many medical advances that 
already benefit individuals because of 
the research on adult stem cell tissue, 
umbilical cord blood and other sources 
that pose no moral problem.
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The Issue
Barack 
Obama

Mitt	
Romney Church Teaching/Position

The Erosion of Religious 
Liberty

What is the candidate’s 
position on the new Health 
& Human Services rule 
mandating that all religious 
employers (such as Catholic 
hospitals and schools) 
provide private health care 
plans that include free 
coverage for sterilization, 
contraceptives and abortion-
inducing drugs? Supports Opposes

The mandate should be opposed 
because it will impose a burden of 
unprecedented reach and severity on 
the consciences of faithful Catholics 
as such “services” are immoral and 
against the teaching of the Church.

What is the candidate’s 
position on the Affordable 
Health Care Act? 

Supports Opposes

The Church has supported health care 
reform for decades but the Bishops 
Conference was forced to oppose 
the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Health Care Act because it was not 
health care reform but, instead, was 
very bad health insurance reform 
providing coverage for elective 
abortions.

Attempts	to	Redefine	
Marriage

What is the candidate’s 
position on the 
implementation of the 
Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA)? 

Opposes Supports

Supporting and protecting marriage 
as the union of husband and wife is 
essential to securing the common 
good, especially the good of children 
who have a basic right to be raised by 
their own married mother and father, 
and enforcing DOMA is essential to 
promoting and protecting marriage.

What is the candidate’s 
position on same-sex 
marriage? 

Supports Opposes

Marriage between a man and a 
woman is a natural blessing and gift 
for everyone in all times and cultures 
because it includes the wondrous gift 
of co-creating human life. Therefore 
same-sex “marriage” must be opposed. 
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Education Equity
What is the candidate’s 
position on legislation that 
would reauthorize and 
fund the D.C. Opportunity 
Scholarship Program? 

Opposes Supports

The Church supports the Program 
because it provides scholarships to low 
income families living in the District 
of Columbia so that they can afford to 
send their children to quality schools, 
including private and religious schools. 

What is the candidate’s 
position on supporting 
legislation that provides 
tax credits for personal 
and corporate donations 
to organizations providing 
K-12 scholarships for 
children? Opposes Supports

The first and most important educators 
a child will have are that child’s 
parents. Mothers and fathers should be 
supported in the education decisions 
they deem will benefit their child the 
most, whether that choice is public, 
private, or religious schools.

What is the candidate’s 
record of supporting 
“full parental choice” in 
education? 

Opposes Supports

The Church supports a system of 
education in which a child’s education 
dollars follow the student no matter 
what school the parents choose.

Poverty, Employment, the 
Economy and Other Issues
Does the candidate have a 
public record for reducing 
poverty? 

No No

In their 1986 pastoral statement 
Economic Justice For All the Bishops 
stated that “...we should seek solutions 
that enable the poor to help themselves 
through such means as employment” 
(No. 188).
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Does the candidate have 
a track record of reducing 
unemployment through the 
stimulation of the economy 
and the creation of private 
sector jobs?

No Yes

Pope Benedict wrote in 2009 that “...
unemployment today provokes new 
forms of economic marginalization, 
and the current crisis can only make 
this situation worse. Being out of 
work or dependent on public or 
private assistance for a prolonged 
period undermines the freedom and 
creativity of the person and his family 
and social relationships, causing great 
psychological and spiritual suffering.... 
the primary capital to be safeguarded 
and valued is man, the human person 
in his or her integrity: ‘Man is the 
source, the focus and the aim of all 
economic and social life’” (Caritas in 
Veritate, No. 25).

What is the candidate’s 
position on extending 
emergency unemployment 
insurance? 

Supports
Not

Known

It is imperative to support jobless 
workers and their families, who have 
suffered greatly in this economic 
downturn, to have a basic level of 
financial security as they seek stable, 
full-time employment.

What is the candidate’s 
position on maintaining the 
current Child Tax Credit? 

Supports
Not

Known

The Church supports the Child Tax 
Credit because it is pro-work, pro-
family and one of the most effective 
antipoverty programs in our nation.

What is the candidate’s 
position on full funding of 
the National Housing Trust 
Fund? Opposes Opposes

The Catholic Bishops support 
investing in building and preserving 
affordable housing.

Has the candidate 
announced any legislative 
proposals designed to care 
for the environment? 

No No

Caring for the environment is a moral 
issue. Protecting the land, water and 
air is grounded in our call to be good 
stewards of the gifts we have been 
given and reflects our responsibility 
to those who come after us. Effective 
initiatives, especially those that do 
not marginalize the poor, are required 
for energy conservation and the 
development of alternate, renewable 
and clean energy resources.
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Immigration Reform
Has the candidate 
demonstrated a real 
commitment to 
comprehensive immigration 
reform legislation?

No No

As a universal church, we support 
comprehensive immigration reform 
because we witness the human 
consequences of a broken immigration 
system every day in our parishes, 
schools, hospitals and health-care 
centers, and social service programs 
around the country. 

Has the candidate worked 
to support the passage 
of the Agricultural Job 
Opportunity, Benefits, and 
Security (AgJOBS) Act?  

Not
Known

Not
Known

The Church has supported the 
AgJOBS legislation for years because 
it would streamline and improve the 
H-2A guest worker program, giving 
workers the right to appeal to federal 
court for enforcement of their rights 
and to receive higher wages, both 
changes that are sorely needed to 
the current program. Moreover, it 
would provide an important path to 
legal residency that migrant farm 
workers – including those documented 
and undocumented alike - should 
be afforded given their undeniable 
and inseverable importance to our 
agricultural industry and economy.

What is the candidate’s 
position on the Dream Act?

Supports Opposes

The Bishops support the Dream Act 
because migrant youth brought into the 
United States by their parents when 
they were only children and whose 
presence, through no fault of their 
own, is classified as having “evaded 
immigration inspectors and Border 
Patrol” should not be forced to leave 
the country. 

War and the Death 
Penalty

Has the candidate taken a 
public position against the 
use of torture?  No No

Catholic social teaching opposes 
torture in the treatment of any detained 
or imprisoned person.
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What is the candidate’s 
position on the use of the 
federal death penalty?

Supports Supports

Since 1980 the Bishops of the United 
States called for ending the use of the 
death penalty. Our elected officials 
must take the lead in opposing state 
sanctioned executions. 

Alignment Scores:

 Barack Obama – Score: 17.4%. Four out of twenty-three positions are known to be

 aligned with Catholic social teaching. 

 Mitt	Romney	–	Score:	52.2%. Twelve out of twenty-three positions are known to be

 aligned with Catholic social teaching. 
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SECTION 4

Action Steps

Here is a quick list of action steps:

1. Review the list of twenty-four questions presented here along with the 
 explanation of Church social teaching on each.

2. Carefully review the matrix which identifies each candidate’s alignment.

3. Pray for guidance – The Prayer for Faithfulness (see Section 5).

4. Review other resources provided at the back of this book.

5. Pass this report and the website, www.CatholicHispanic.org, along to others -  
 spread the word.

6. Vote!

It is the duty of citizens to contibute along with the civil authorities to the good of 
society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity and freedom. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2239
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SECTION	5

Examination of Conscience and Prayer

The U.S. bishops’ 2011 document entitled Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is the 
teaching document on the political responsibility of Catholics. It speaks of “our dual heritage 
as both faithful Catholics and American citizens.” The key to successfully fulfilling this “dual 
heritage” is to have a well formed and a well informed conscience.

Before we cast our vote, we must each set aside some time to inform ourselves, to properly form 
our conscience and to pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance on how best to reconcile our personal 
views, opinions and past voting habits with God’s will. 

Prayer for Faithfulness

The Catholic Hispanic Leadership Alliance wishes to encourage every Catholic to vote in the 
2012 presidential election.

May God bless you and may God bless and guide our great country.

Heavenly Father, grant me the insight to know your holy will as I prepare my 
mind and my heart to cast my vote. Through the intercession of the Holy Spirit, 
help me to discern the moral and ethical implications of my decisions and 
to exercise my civic right and duty for the common good of our country and 
the glory of your Kingdom. Amen.
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Catholic Teaching Resources

1. Catechism of the Catholic Church, Doubleday

2. Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility,   
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

3. Caritas in Veritate, Pope Benedict XVI, 2009

4. Render Unto Caesar: Serving the Nation by Living our Catholic Beliefs in    
 Political Life, Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., Doubleday

5. A Time for Catholic Action and Catholic Voices, Most Reverend José H. Gomez,   
 www.call-usa.org

6. Caritas in Veritate: Charity in Truth, Our Response in Faith, the Catholic    
 Association of Latino Leaders, http://www.hispanicleaders.net/pdf/caritas-papal-  
 edition%209-2-2011.pdf
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